MUCH attention has been given to Matinicus Rock in the Gulf of Maine because of its nesting colonies of petrels, puffins, gulls, and terns, but I am unable to find any recorded observations of the fall migration there. Because of its strategic position at the southeast corner of the island group off Penobscot Bay, it seemed surely indicated that brisk northwest winds would blow many ]and birds out to it.
is a tiny rock islet about 25 yards long. The entire island is much worn and creviced, thus providing ideal lee shelters for birds.
A Coast Guard lighthouse station with three men (and a dog) is maintained on the Rock. Because of their many duties, and probably to some extent because of the uncomfortable walking, the men rarely went to the northern end of the island. Even the dog, having had proper warning from the Great Black-backed Gulls, never left the immediate vicinity of the buildings. Besides the light (50,000 candlepower), a radio-beacon and a distance-finding station are maintained, Because of its small size and remoteness, Matinicus Rock is an ideal resting place for migrants. My usual practice each day was to make four two-hour circuits of the island. It was possible to examine practically every nook and crevice and thus check daily the continued presence of individual birds that remained several days. Also, because of the exposed nature of the place, many birds could be found only if sought in these sheltered places. Most birds arrived during the nights, but they were not always in evidence on my first morning tour. Particularly when the rocks were wet, footing was very insecure. Many small land birds were impossible to identify because they had disappeared before I found safe footing.
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